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Tonight’s Agenda:Tonight s Agenda:

6:30‐7 pm  Introduction

7‐7:40 pm  Discussion Groupsp p

7 40 8 R t t t ll7:40‐8 pm  Report out: tell us 
your ideas.you deas





Th  S Vi i  N bThe SomerVision Numbers



DATA:
1. Inventories:
• Open Space
Fi ld• Fields

• Comm Gardens
• ADAADA 

2. Public input:
• Public  Meetings
• Survey
SbD Bl• SbD Blog

• Art Project
• Open Space• Open Space, 
Open House  



More opportunities for engagement:

• Meeting 2 on March 11 in W SomervilleMeeting 2 on March 11 in W Somerville
• Somerville by Design Blog:      

ill b d isomervillebydesign.com

Spring 2014:
• Survey• Survey
• Public art project
• Open Space, Open House



Parks and Open Space











1 Playgrounds1. Playgrounds

2. Community Gardens

l &3. Plazas & Streetscapes

4 Recreational Fields4. Recreational Fields



1 Playgrounds1. Playgrounds



Playgrounds



Playgrounds: Data

36 Playgrounds
3 620 l t h l hild3,620 elementary‐school‐age children
1 playground for every 100 children
4.6 playgrounds per 10,000 residents

50% (15/30) projects renovated since 
2004 are playgrounds

Children develop through playChildren develop through play. 



Playgrounds: Analysis

• Well served: within .25 miles (5 min walk)( )

• Traditional: play equipment court gamesTraditional: play equipment, court games, 
divided age areas

• Opportunities
Schoolyards, unstructured play, public play 
like “playborhoods”, shared‐use spaced, 
creative play



Playgrounds: Innovation 

Mason Pilot Elementary School 

SFU Burnaby,British Columbia 

Alexander Kemp, CambridgeGarden City British Columbia 



2 C i2. Community 
Gardens



Community 
GardensGardens



Community Gardens: Data 
• Number of gardens: 11

y

• Number of plots: 225
• Acres: 0.82 / Square feet: 35,700Acres: 0.82 / Square feet: 35,700
• People on waitlists: 457
A l f $23• Average annual fee: $23 

• Time limit on plot: none
• Plot size: vary, some as large as 170 
square feetsquare feet



Community Gardens: Analysis
• Demand exceeds supply

y y

• Low turnover
• “One‐size‐fits‐all” systemOne size fits all  system
• Limited community benefit
U d tili d d/ l• Underutilized and/or poorly 
maintained plots

• Underutilized space in gardens



Community Gardens: Innovation 



3 Pl &3. Plazas & 
Streetscapesp



Plazas and 
Streetscapes



Plazas and Streetscapes: Data
In addition to Somervision, documented via NSRP, Safe‐Starts, and Complete Streets

In a 4 square mile city, we have…
• 93 miles of roadwayy
• 7 squares, ~15 neighborhoods 
• 6 5 million sf of sidewalks• 6.5 million sf of sidewalks

How many do you frequent 
l lregularly?

In which do you like to spend time?y p
If so – where?



Plazas & Streetscapes: Analysis
• Small spaces, rights of way
•Need for flexibility
•Maintenance 
•Need to accentuate existing 
+ create in new areas+ create in new areas

•Underutilized or car‐centric 
spacespace

•Management of space and 
events, programming



Plazas and Streetscapes – Innovation

Pop up plazas Shared Space

ProgrammingPocket Spaces



4. Recreational 
FieldsFields



Recreation Fields



Recreational Fields: Data
• 10 sites with city recreation fields (6 city 

parks 3 state parks and 1 field at Tufts)parks, 3 state parks, and 1 field at Tufts)
• 18 fields total (16 natural grass fields, 2 

artificial turf fields)artificial turf fields)
• 8,200 recreation events scheduled annually

1 953 f ili i ti• 1,953 families in recreation programs, pre‐
schoolers, adolescents, and adults
1/3 f f fi ld 2/3• 1/3 of uses are on turf fields, 2/3 are on 
natural grass fields

• 4 parks have lighting



Recreational Fields: Analysis
• Significant community 
benefit but limited  availability 

• Quality fields cannot be sustained 
with existing  use patterns

• Natural grass fields average 430 
events (should not exceed 250)

• Artificial turf fields accommodate 
1200 events annually
3 l i h fi ld• 3 largest open spaces with fields 
owned by State

• Lighting extends programming• Lighting extends programming 
hours



Recreational Fields – Innovation

Quality natural grass field renovations Turf Fields in areas of heavy use
p

Lighting to extend hours

Fields on rooftops

Fields on rooftops

Multi use 
field layouts

ProgrammingPocket Spaces

y

Build on State partnerships Multi Use Designs



Ideas? Solution? Let’s discussIdeas? Solution?  Let s discuss. 

1. Playgrounds
2 C it G d2. Community Gardens
3 Plazas & Streetscapes3. Plazas & Streetscapes
4. Recreational Fields4. Recreational Fields



Ideas? Solutions?Ideas? Solutions?

Let’s discussLet s discuss. 



More opportunities for engagement:

• Meeting 2 on March 11 in W SomervilleMeeting 2 on March 11 in W Somerville
• Somerville by Design Blog:      

ill b d isomervillebydesign.com

Spring 2014:
• Survey• Survey
• Public art project
• Open Space, Open House



somervillebydesign.comy g


