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Leadership Team: 
Who’s Listening? 





Change Must be Consistent with Our Values 



30,000  Jobs 
 

125  Acres of Open Space 
 

6,000  Housing Units (1,200 affordable) 
 

50% of Trips via Walking, Biking, Transit 
 

85% of Development in Transformative Areas 



Planning in Somerville 



How Does it Work? 
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SomervillebyDesign.com 



MindMixer.SomervillebyDesign.com 
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Streetscape Design Team 
Organization Chart 

City of Somerville 
Office of Strategic Planning and 

Community Development 
 

STV Incorporated 
Roadway, Traffic, & Electrical  

Engineering 

Pressley  
Associates 
Landscape 
Architecture 

Regina Villa 
Associates 

Public Outreach 

SMC 
Topographic 

Survey 



About STV, Pressley, & RVA 
• STV 

– Full-service planning, architecture/engineering, & 
construction management firm, 30+ years of 
experience in Massachusetts 
 

• Pressley Associates 
– Experienced landscape architecture firm working 

to enhance urban environments in 
Massachusetts for over 35 years.  
 

• Regina Villa Associates 
– Communications firm that has developed public 

involvement programs for public agencies for 
over 35 years 
 

 

 
 



Central Broadway Project Limits 

 
 

 

Magoun Square 

McGrath Hwy 

Temple Square 

Main St 



Central Broadway  
Design Goals 

• Improve accessibility & 
multimodal transportation  

• Maximize usable green space 

• Safety improvements 

• Aesthetic improvements 

 

 
 



• Promote civic vibrancy and 
economic development 

• Respond to residents’ and 
business owners’ needs 

• Complement wider neighborhood 
planning efforts 

 
 

Central Broadway 
Design Goals 



Central Broadway 
Project Approach  

• Review and confirm previous work 
– 2012 MIT study 
– 2008 Zoning study 
– East Broadway improvements 
– Magoun Square improvements 

 
• Gather existing conditions 

– Topographic survey 
– Investigate utilities 
– Examine traffic and safety issues 

 
 



• Transportation study 
– Traffic Analysis 
– Safety analysis 
– Site inventory 

• Bus stops, bike racks, green space, 
parking, loading zones, etc. 
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Project Approach  



Central Broadway 
Project Approach  

• Public input 
– Project meetings throughout process 
– Surveys online and in person/on paper 

• Mindmixer forum via 
www.somervillebydesign.com   

– Blog posting and comments: continue the 
discussion 

• www.somervillebydesign.com 
 

 
 

 

http://www.somervillebydesign.com/�
http://www.somervillebydesign.com/�


– MIT Department of Urban Studies and Planning, 2012 
– Two public meetings 
– Focused on planning, improvements and land use 
– Included infrastructure recommendations 
– Full report available on www.somervillebydesign.com  

  

 
 

 
 

Winter Hill/Magoun Square Neighborhood Plan 

http://www.somervillebydesign.com/�


Winter Hill/Magoun Square Neighborhood Plan  
2012 Recommendations 

– Public Space improvements  
– Safety improvements 
– Streetscaping  
– Pedestrian improvements/ 

accessibility 

– Bike accommodations 
– Iconic wayfinding signage 
– Emphasize history and identity 
– Stormwater Management 

 
 

 



Examined potential cross sections, traffic calming, and 
improved pedestrian and bicycle facilities 

 
 
 

Winter Hill/Magoun Square Neighborhood Plan  
2012 Recommendations - Roadway 



 
Linear park: 

– Address need for green 
space in this 
neighborhood 

– Opportunity for aesthetic 
improvement along 
corridor 

– Strengthens sense of 
place, accessibility, and 
connectivity 

– Complement and connect 
Trum Field and Foss Park 

 
 

Winter Hill/Magoun Square Neighborhood Plan  
2012 Recommendations - Landscaping 



Project Approach – Traffic 
Data Collection and Modeling 
• Traffic counts 

– Vehicle type 
– Speed 
– Manual & Automatic Traffic Recorders (ATR) 
– Weekday AM/mid-day/PM; Saturday mid-day 

• Parking regulations & activities 
• Delivery activities 
• Transit activities (bus occupancies, boardings) 
• Road Safety Audit (“walking audit”) 
• Current conditions inform future options 
• Develop traffic flow maps 
• Intersection analyses and simulation modeling 

 
 
 
 



Project Approach – Traffic Goals 

• Develop Context Sensitive, “Complete Street” Solution for the corridor 

–   Balance the needs of pedestrian, transit, & parking 

–   Propose improvement schemes to the appropriate “scale” for Broadway 

• Lead the development of transit, biking, & parking improvements 

• Support our landscape architects for pedestrian space & sidewalk 
initiatives 

 



Project Approach – Public Outreach  
We want to hear from you! 
– Project website:  
 somervillebydesign.com/planning/transportation/central-broadway/ 

• Join the mailing list to receive updates 
• Review project materials 

 
– Community Meetings 

 
– Online Surveys 

• Mindmixer forum, link on project website 
 

– Email Us 
• sspicer@somervillema.gov 

 
 

 



Broadway Project Schedule 
 Data Collection, Topographic Survey, & 

Transportation Study: Spring 2014 

 Preliminary Design: Spring 2014 to Winter 2015 

 Public Process: Spring 2014  thru Winter 2015 

 Preliminary Plans Delivered: Winter 2015 

 Final Design: TBD 
 

 Next Meeting: June-July 2014 
 Check somervillebydesign.com for 

announcement 
 

 
 



Neighborhood Planning Schedule 

 Spring ……………....   Surveys & Interviews 

 Summer …………….   Meetings & Mobile Apps 

 Fall …………………..   3-Day Charrette Event 

 Winter………………..   Draft Neighborhood Plan 



Breakout Session: 
Your ideas & concerns 

 
On Broadway… 
What feels safe? 
What do you like that you want to keep? 
What do you dislike that you want to change? 
 
Things to consider: 

– Roadway width 
– Traffic calming 
– Landscaping and streetscaping 
– Creating a sense of space 
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