
UNION SQUARE NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN
Technical Workshop #1 - Placemaking 
February 4, 2015
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HOW DO YOU SEE THE FUTURE 
OF UNION SQUARE?

#PlanUnionSquare

JANUARY 7 & 31 FEBRUARY 4, 11, 18, & 25 MARCH 9, 10, & 11 MAY 13
Visioning Sessions 
Share your hopes and 
concerns with the design 
team. 
January 7: 6:30 PM 
January 31: 9:00 AM 
Neighborhood Tour 
departing from Old Post 
Office, 10:00 AM Visioning 
Session

Design Charrette 
Watch as community input 
is transformed live into 
visions for the future.
9:00 AM to 8:00 PM daily

Plan Open House 
See a second round of 
ideas refined through the 
public process.
6:30 PM

All events will be held at the
Old Post Office located at
237 Washington St

OFFICE OF STRATEGIC PLANNING & 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
Joseph A. Curtatone, Mayorwww.somervillebydesign.com

DECEMBER 17
Crowdsourcing Event 
Participate in a large-
group brainstorming
session.
6:30 PM

Development 
Opportunities & 
Constraints Workshops 
An opportunity to gain 
insight into key issues 
facing development.
6:30 PM
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NEXT MEETING

REAL ESTATE MARKETS

FEBRUARY  11
Technical Workshop #2 
6:30 PM 
at Old Post Office



Union Square

Inman Square

Harvard Square

Study Area



VISIONING MEETINGS FEEDBACK - FOCUS ON PLACE
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VISIONING MEETINGS FEEDBACK - FOCUS ON PLACE



somervillebydesign.com



WHY CREATE A NEIGHBORHOOD 
PLAN?







SOMERVISION GOALS, POLICIES 
AND ACTIONS



The City should maintain its unique 
and authentic character.

SOMERVISION POLICY:



Protect and promote a diverse and 
interesting mix of small-scale businesses in 
Somerville’s neighborhoods

SOMERVISION GOAL:



Design and maintain a healthy and attractive 
public realm that fosters community connection, 
including streets, sidewalks, and other public 
space. 

SOMERVISION GOAL:



COLLABORATIVE PROCESS 
REINFORCES THESE GOALS
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PROCESS
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INTERIM & DEMONSTRATION 
PROJECTS
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EAST SOMERVILLE 2014



DAVIS SQUARE 2013



DAVIS SQUARE 2013



DAVIS SQUARE 2013

















FROM PLANNING TO 
IMPLEMENTATION

2012



2014

1

SOMERVILLE,  M
ASS.

M
UN

IC
IPA

L  
FR

EE
DOM  GIVES  NATIONAL  STRENGTH

  TOWN 1842                                 1872 CITY

H
O

N
O

RABLY PURCHASED FROM THE PAWTUCKETS 
  1

63
9

GILMAN SQUARE
STATION AREA PLAN

February 2014
Joseph A Curtatone, Mayor

NEIGHBORHOOD PLAN DOCUMENT



2014 CITYWIDE ZONING OVERHAUL



2014 MUNICIPAL CAPITAL PLAN



#PlanUnionSquare


