
Civic Space A



WHAT WE HEARD



Do not go up to go down

Enhance Identity of Union Square

Green Buffer between Prospect & Civic Space

Maximize Open Space,More Green, 
Less Building

Facilitate a Variety of Activities



Uniquely Union Square
By incorporating the flexibility to support what makes Union Square special.



Previous Plan

Presented at Neighborhood Meeting - April 2018 



Previous Plan

Presented at Neighborhood Meeting - April 2018 
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Previous Scheme 
Plaza Followed 
Prospect Street 
Elevation

GLX

Prospect Street

Non-ADA Path



U n i o n 
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Accessible Route 
of Previous Plan 
had Spatial Impacts 

GLX

Prospect Street

ADA Path



U n i o n 
S q u a re
P l a z a

Current Level of 
Plaza at GLX

Clear visual and physical connection 
between Union Square and GLX.

GLX

Prospect Street

ADA Path



- how to create a great pedestrian street and successful civic space?

Noise

Pollution

Traffic

Civic Space A
Prospect Street

Existing Grade

 
Building Wall

ADJACENCY CHALLENGE 



- USE EXISTING GRADE CHANGE TO OUR ADVANTAGE.

Lower Plaza

Prospect Street

 
Building Wall

SOLUTION

Civic space is lowered to create a vertical separation between the street and plaza.



- USE EXISTING GRADE CHANGE TO OUR ADVANTAGE
- ADD A GREEN Buffer AND INTRODUCE VERTICALitY TO ENHANCE BOUNDARY

Green Buffer

Prospect Street

 
Building Wall

A green buffer creates protection from Prospect Street noise and pollution, while vertical 
planting helps define an outdoor room that maintains visual connectiviy to the street.

SOLUTION



- USE EXISTING GRADE CHANGE TO OUR ADVANTAGE
- ADD A GREEN BUffER AND INTRODUCE VERTICALITY TO ENHANCE BOUNDARY
- TAKE BACK BUILDING AREA FOR OPEN SPACE AT THE GROUND PLANE

Bigger Plaza

SOLUTION

An increase in  plaza area creates greater opportunity for the public realm.

Prospect Street

 
Building Wall



Larger Green buffer 

Maximize Civic Space

More Green, Less Building

Civic Space A, 
May 2018

Prospect Street

MBTA
Entry



Over 25% Increase IN Civic Space Area 

Civic Space A, 
Today

RESULT

MBTA
Entry



A New Plaza that Connects GLX 
to the Heart of Union Square



Tower Mark Up

Site l Existing Conditions

~70 ft

~14 ft



Site History- Miller’s River

D2

Historical Map

Milller’s River



Site History- Miller’s River



Recall History



Concept- Miller’s River

GLX
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Concept- Miller’s River
U n i o n 
S q u a re
P l a z a

GLX



Reinterpret but not duplicate the history.
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GLX

A Gateway Plaza for Union Square
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1  Sitting Steps
2  Green Buffer
3  Stairs
4  Planter
5  Memory of the River 
6  Electrical Room and Transformer
7  Bike Shelter [Potential Public Art Location]





Plaza Activities



performance

sitting
meeting

gathering

diningwaiting

Watching

Lobby

Lobby

Retail
Retail

Retail

Prospect Street

GLX

Multiple and varied activity zones





View Towards Union Square from GLX



Connect to GLX
Make the Connection to Union Square Plaza Special



Multiple connections throughout the plaza

Lobby

Lobby

Retail

Retail

Retail

ADA Path
Non-ADA Path
Bike Path

Prospect Street

GLX

Clear ADA Path



View towards GLX Station



View towards GLX Station



View Towards Union Square from GLX



View Arriving to Union Square




