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OUTREACH-DIALOGUE-DECIDE-IMPLEMENT 



Planning Methodology 

OUTREACH:  Crowdsourcing Event 
  Visioning Session 
  Online 

 
DIALOGUE:  Charrette 
 
 
DECIDE:  Plan Presentation 
 
 
IMPLEMENT:  <Ongoing> 



  

 
 

What has happened already? 



OUTREACH 

May 21st, 2013 

Crowdsourcing 
 

 

Participation Surveys 
 

Feedback about how to 
conduct the  

Davis Square Project 



OUTREACH 

May 21st, 2013 

Crowdsourcing 
 

 

Data Collection 
 

Data sharing and analysis 
conducted to understand 

Davis Square 
(ongoing) 

 



OUTREACH 

Crowdsourcing Results and Data Analysis available at 

www.somervillebydesign.com 



OUTREACH 

July 17th, 2013 

Visioning Session 
 

 

Visual Preference Survey 
 

Feedback the what in!ll 
“!ts” in with the character of 

Davis Square 



OUTREACH 

July 17th, 2013 

Visioning Session 
 

 

Asset Mapping 
 

Feedback on the Assets and 
Opportunities for 

Improvement in the Square 



OUTREACH 

July 17th, 2013 

Visioning Session 
 

 

Report Out 
 

Participants share their 
feedback in their own words 

to the rest of the crowd 



  
 

Today 
July 30th, 2013 

Visioning Session, Part 2  
(A repeat because it’s Summer and we all go to the Cape) 



 
 
6:30 – 6:40  Presentation: Implementing SomerVision 
 
6:40 – 7:20  Group Exercise:     Visual Preference Survey 

7:20 – 7:30  Presentation: Authentic Places 
      

7:30 – 8:10  Group Exercise:     Neighborhood Asset Mapping 
 
8:10 – 8:30  Report Out for Each Table 
 

Agenda 



City Master Plan (2012) 



Our Values 



SomerVision Goals (30 Years) 

•  30,000 New Jobs 

•  125 New Acres of Open Space 

•  6,000 New Housing Units (1,200 Permanently Affordable) 

•  50% of New Trips via Transit, Bike, or Walking 

•  85% of New Development in Transformative Areas 



SomerVision Map 



Transformative Areas 

85% of New Development 
 
•  9 million sq. ft. of 

Commercial Space 
 
•  5,100 Housing Units 
 



Enhancement Areas 

15% of New Development 
 
•  1,750,000 sq. ft. of 

Commercial Space 
 
•  900 Housing Units 

* A small amount of new dwelling 
units will be built in “Conservation 
Areas” 
 



Estimates for Davis Square 

15.6% of 15% of New 
Development in the City 
 
•  273,000 sq. ft. of 

Commercial Space 
 
•  140 Housing Units 

 



A Neighborhood Plan is Needed 

EXISTING BIKE ROUTE

PROPOSED BIKE ROUTE

OPTION 2

OPTION 1

REMOVAL OF SLIP LANE TO CREATE CIVIC SPACE

OPTION 1
-  Removal of Parking Lot Island and Adjusting the Curb, Parking Lane and Road Widths 
on Elm Street and Summer Street so that a New Civic Space and Entry to the Square 
can be Created.  Parking is Relocated Along Elm Street

-  Improved Bike Markings and Bike Parking Along Elm Street.

-  Additional Crosswalks at Elm and Grove Intersection and Elm and Russell Intersec-
tion.

Removal of Parking Lot Island and Adjusting the Curb, Parking Lane and Road Widths 
on Elm Street and Summer Street so that a New Civic Space and Entry to the Square 
can be Created.  Parking is Relocated Along Elm and Summer Streets.

Improved Bike Markings and Bike Parking Along Elm Street.

 Additional Crosswalks at Elm and Grove Intersection and Elm and Russell Intersection

OPTION 2

- Both bike routes circumvent the Square to reduce conflicts between bike and vehicular 
traffic.

- Adjust Gate at Grove Street to Accommodate Bicycle Passage.

- Improve Pavement Markings, Signage and Community- Path Wayfinding for Bike Travel.

PROPOSED VEHICULAR ROUTE
-  Allowing the Bottom of Wallace Street to Function as a 2-Way Street.  Some Traffic Able 
to Flow Around Square Rather Than Through.

 - Adjust Curb at Winter Street to Allow for Shorter Pedestrian Crossing.

-Bike Markings on Wallace St. and Park Ave.

- Improving Signalization at the Intersection.

- Removal of Cobble Pavement From Highland Avenue.

- Grove Street Will Have a Dedicated Right and Left Turn Lane at 
the Intersection. 

- Improved Bike Markings and Bike Box Along Cutter Street.

-  Additional Crosswalks at Highland and Cutter Intersection.

- Installing a New Traffic Table at the Grove and Highland Inter-
section.

- Grove Street Will be Slightly Adjusted Allowing for a Larger 
Sidewalk at Park Entry

- Improved Bike Markings and Bike Parking Along Grove Street.

 - Additional Crosswalks at Highland and Grove Intersection.

- Adjusting the Curb, Parking Lane and Road Widths 
on Elm Street so that at the Bus Stop Area We Can 
Increase the Sidewalk Width.

- Improved Bike Markings and Bike Parking Along Elm 
Street.

- Add Missing Crosswalks along        
Holland St. at Thorndike and Simpson / 
Jay Street Intersections

- Add Missing Crosswalks Park Ave. and 
College Ave. Intersection



Neighborhood Plan Examples 

•  1982 Davis Square Action Plan 
 
•  2013 Gilman Square Station Area Plan 



It happened 30 years ago… 

The Red Line 
is Coming! 

The Red Line 
is Coming! 



Construction of the Red Line 



Davis made a plan 

Davis Square Action Plan (1982) 



14 of 16 Objectives Implemented 



Change is happening elsewhere… 

Gilman Square Station 



Gilman needed a Plan 



Vision 



Opportunities 



Objectives 



…but it’s been 30 years for 



Meet the Team 

•  Russ Preston, Principle Group 
•  Mike Lydon, Street Plans Collaborative 
•  Skip Smallridge, CSS 
•  Deneen Crosby, CSS 
•  Jason Schriber, Nelson Nygaard 
•  James Steves, ConsultEcon 
•  Michael Tremblay, Howard/Stein-Hudson Associates 
•  Steve Price, Urban Advantage 
•  City Staff 



…and YOU 


