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KICK-OFF MEETING 70+ ATTENDEES



TABLE DISCUSSIONS 10  TABLES





TABLE PRESENTATIONS 10 TABLES



PROJECT FILMS 550+ VIEWS



PRESS COVERAGE



POLL RESPONSES: 370  &  WEBSITE VIEWS: 5,080+ VIEWS

VIRTUAL TOUR



10 AM, 2 PM, 6 PM

OPEN DESIGN 
STUDIO:   
115+ ATTENDEES



TOTAL INVOLVEMENT (SO FAR) 

Ȁ240+ VIRTUAL STUDIO VISITORS & MEETING 
ATTENDEES

Ȁ550+ VIEWS OF THE YOUTUBE FILMS

Ȁ630+ DIGITAL COMMUNICATIONS, SURVEY 
PARTICIPANTS,  INTERACTIVE TOOLS, SOCIAL 
MEDIA LIKES & FOLLOWERS

Ȁ5,000+ WEBSITE VIEWS

Ȁ12,000+ TRACKABLE MEDIA IMPRESSIONS



WHAT WE HEARD



Å Buildgreat new places (that are compatible & respectful of context)
Build a central green. Continue city-building with new compact, walkable, mixed-use use centers of activity. No corporate campuses with privatized, internal open space; 
face the street.Human scale (acknowledging Life Science demands buildings as big as blocks with enormous floorplates). Library. A more central police station. Close 
streets to provide more promenade space. Require affordable art, food, beverage spaces same as affordable housing is required. 

Å Increase access to nature and build sustainably
Become less car-centric (while still providing parking to visitors from north). LEED Platinum on all buildings. District energy generation. Green roofs. Investigate district-
wide (instead of project-by-project) energy goals. Recognize the vulnerability of the site in an era of increased flooding. Every park must also store water. No residences 
or parks near highway.  Improve the Mystic River health (the river should be clean enough to swim). Create string of small open spaces. Connect to the enormous regional 
trail network. Plant for pollinators!

Å Demand safe, comfortable, and interesting streets and paths and increased transit
Streets should be safe, comfortable and interesting for the pedestrian with shopfronts and awnings. Four-way zebra crosswalk stops. Bike infrastructure for commuting 
and recreation. Middlesex as a complete street fronted by buildings. Wayfinding signage throughout. Continue to coordinate parking and avoid being overparked. Water 
taxi. Shuttle connections. Paseo from northern to southern end of the site (like La Rambla in Barcelona). More European feel,narrower streets Possibly a full bike ring 
^®£³¡i ²sk ^®k^ȋ 6¡g®k^¯k ?^t¡²^t¡ g£¡²t¡³£³¯ ¯²®kk² ¹^}}¯ ¹t²s }£²¯ £p ¹t¡i£¹¯ ^¡i i££®¯ȋ Psk®kȶ¯ «££® f³¯ ^ggk¯¯ȋ Psk ?)P! is packed during peak (trains full as they 
come in from Medford). Orange Line frequency. 

Å Grow revenue-generating uses for Somerville
Grow the commercial tax base which keeps property taxes manageable. Continue²£ ^²²®^g² £pptgk¯ȅ }^f¯ȅ ^¡i g£  k®gt^} ȝi£¡ȶ² z³¯² f³t}i ®k¯tik¡²t^}Ȟȋ Assembly is 
emerging as a life-science center with labs and offices (but must compete with established centers like Kendall Square).  Help it compete. Use placemaking. Build just 
enough residential uses to ensure the eighteen-hour street activity. !¯¯k f}» t¯¡ȶ² ^ ȳ¯^g®tptgk ¾£¡kȴȐ  ³¯² ¯²t}} fk ­³^}t²» «}^gkȋ 
*£¡²t¡³k ²sk ȳr££iȴ ®k}^²t£¡¯st« ¹t²s ik¸k}£«k®¯ ȝf³²  £®k ¡k³²®^} ik¸k}£« k¡² ®k¸tk¹ fkp£®k s^®i ¸£²k¯ ¹£³}i sk}«Ȟȋ  Mt¸k®p®ont makes it unique. 

Å Connectphysically and socially to Somerville and cultivate the Assembly community 
Increase ownership opportunities. Homeowners take the long view; they advocate, they steward. Build housing to accommodate families with multiple bedrooms. Renters 
matter too! Spaces for NGOs and non-profits. Social infrastructure (business improvement districts, main street associations, neighborhood and homeowner 
^¯¯£gt^²t£¡¯Ȟȋ )®^¡i ²sk ^®k^  £®k f®£^i}» ȝ¡£² z³¯² 3M6Pȶ¯ «®£«k®²»Ȟȋ W£®| £¡ ^®²t¯²tgȅ gstgȅ ^¡i ^³²sk¡²tgȋ  ?£®k !MPȋ Work on homegrown retail. Enable uniqueness. 
Focus on building form. Build a real neighborhood, with spaces to build human connections.

BIG 5 IDEAS



BUILD GREAT NEW PLACES 
(THAT ARE COMPATIBLE & 
RESPECTFUL OF CONTEXT)



INCREASE ACCESS TO NATURE
AND BUILD SUSTAINABLY
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SYNTHESIS MAP
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OPPORTUNITIES TO MEET AND COME TO KNOW EACH 
OTHER. 
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WILLIAM SHELTON
THE SOMERVILLE TIMES
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ONE WORD THAT COMES TO MIND 
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