
WELCOME!

We will get started soon.

This meeting will be recorded.

SOMERVOICE

https://somervoice.somervillema.gov/brick



BRICKBOTTOM VISION PLAN
WORKSHOP #2
OCTOBER 27, 2021



1. 6:00 - 6:10 Project Background (10 min)

2. 6:10 - 6:55 Presentation (45 min)

3. 6:55 - 7:05 Activity Instructions (10 min)

4. 7:05 - 7:25 Breakout Rooms Group Exercise (20 Min)

5. 7:25 - 7:45 Breakout Rooms Group Exercise (20 Min)

6. 7:45 - 7:55 Next Steps (10 mins)

AGENDA



PROJECT AREA

SOMERVOICE

https://somervoice.somervillema.gov/brick



VISION PLAN

A Vision Plan is a report illustrating and documenting the goals, objectives, urban design, and 

overall vision for future development in Brickbottom. This report informs other policies such as 

zoning and urban design frameworks that must be in place for future development to implement 

the Vision Plan's goals and objectives.

PROJECT OBJECTIVES

• To align existing development and planning efforts across disciplines to create a 

cohesive direction for growth – public and private.

• To provide direction for regulation writing and future planning policies and procedures.

• To create a clear circulation network of thoroughfares and define areas for higher 

density and specific land uses.

• To understand the desired identity and character of BrickBottom to inform urban 

design and architectural guidelines for future developments.



SOMERVISION2040: ENDORSED & ADOPTED



SOMERVISION: MOBILITY



SOMERVISION: CLIMATE & SUSTAINABILITY



SOMERVISION: PUBLIC SPACE & THE NATURAL ENVIRONMENT



SOMERVISION: COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT, BUSINESS, & ARTS



On-Going Development
Across the entire city, development fuels 
economic growth allowing us to achieve 
our community goals through commercial 
tax revenue.



McGRATH HIGHWAY

SHORT TERM

LONG TERM



ART FARM & POPLAR STREET PUMP STATION



90 WASHINGTON PUBLIC SAFETY BUILDING

https://voice.somervillema.gov/public-safety-building

Community Meeting - Wednesday, November 10th at 6:00 pm



PRIVATE DEVELOPMENT

WITHIN NEIGHBORHOOD SURROUNDING PROJECTS

100 Chestnut
(28 Fitchburg/28 Chestnut)

200 McGrath Status: redesigned, in Pre-

Submittal Phase of zoning 

Status: zoning 

approval, applying for 

building permit

15 McGrath Status: Pre-Submittal 

Phase of zoning
151 Linwood

Status: Pre-Submittal 

Phase of zoning



















Civic Space Survey Responses













Favorite Things About Brickbottom

• 1) Arts studio and spaces

• 2) Sense of community

• 3) Industrial history/gritty feeling

• 4) Openness and views

• 5) Quiet and lack of traffic

• T6) Diversity of businesses and creativity

• T6) Close and easy access to neighboring areas

• 8) Potential for transformation



What Should Brickbottom’s Future Look Like?

Livable Community

Create a place that supports people and 

accommodates a wide range of lifestyles 

though a variety of housing types and a mix 

of uses focused on the local neighborhood.

“Civic Spaces with grass and places to sit”

“Artists are not all single people. Artists have families too.”

“How do we keep youth here?”

“Aging Community? Mix of Residential?”



What Should Brickbottom’s Future Look Like?

Connections

Build new and enhance existing connections 

within and around the neighborhood through 

pedestrian and bicycle amenities as well as 

leveraging mass transit investments.  
(Balance automobile use)

“Better connection to the MBTA and community path”

“connected to surrounding neighborhoods and transit”

“comfortable for pedestrians and bikes”“reconnecting to adjacent areas”

“walkability”



What Should Brickbottom’s Future Look Like?

The Arts

Foster the existing arts community while 

expanding into new and related fields and 

develop reputation as an arts destination.

“reputable artists neighborhood”

“destination for the arts”

“festivals”

“outdoor spaces to congregate”

“places for smaller events – popups”

“Continuation of existing uses -

artisan/maker/light industrial...but 

supplement (get a coffee, beer, 

lunch without crossing McGrath)”

“Collaboration between arts and science”



What Do People Love About Brickbottom?

Community + Neighborhood

Maintaining and enhancing the existing 

sense of community as well as ensuring 

a continuity of the neighborhood’s 

character.

“Strong sense of community”

“we value being able to live/work in the area”

“Remaining Funky”

“Sustain a community that is creative and diverse”



What Do People Love About Brickbottom?

Arts + Creativity

Defined by its artistic and creative 

community, Brickbottom maintains a 

“funky” and “gritty” character.

“Preserve artist community”

“Local artists using greyness as canvas”

“Energy; spirit; re-invention; always new stuff happening”

“we value the character (gritty, arts) of the neighborhood”

“Keep the existing creative spirit alive”



What Do People Love About Brickbottom?

Sustainable Design + Human Focused

Ensuring a sustainable path forward and 

keeping the people who live and work in 

Brickbottom at the center of future 

growth.

“We value human scale”

“we value nature”

“businesses and neighborhoods bring people outside”

“Natural light”



Early Working Sketches
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BRICKBOTTOM VISION PLAN
OCTOBER 27, 2021 

Illustrative Site Plan 
 

Chestnut Street

Joy Street

McGrath Boulevard

P
o
p
la

r 
S

tr
e
e
t

F
it
ch

b
u
rg

 S
tr

e
e
t

Linwood Street

10

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

11

POINTS OF INTEREST
1. Washington + Joy Bike-Ped Improvements

2. East Somerville Green Line Station

3. Joy Street Park

4. Neon Williams Plaza (Access to Community Path)

5. Bike + Pedestrian Overpass

6. Chestnut Street Park

7. Fitchburg Park + Dog Park

8. McGrath Pedestrian Building

9. Community Path

10. Art Farm

11. Potential Silver Line

12. Access to Green Line Station





Civic Space
Areas of limited development made 
available to the public for gathering, 
relaxation, natural beauty or just being 
outside. Open space may range in form 
from manicured parks, to hardscaped 
plazas, to natural areas.



Civic Use
Focal points of public investment and 

services, like City Hall, train stations, 

monuments, or gathering space. 



Arts + Creative Space
Private or semi-private space where 

artists and makers can do their work and 

create.  These could be artist studios, 

performing arts theaters, practice space, 

workshops, galleries or any other space 

where the creative process plays out.



Public Art
Opportunities for permanent and 

temporary displays of art throughout the 

neighborhood.  These may range from 

painted murals, sculptures in parks, 

outdoor performances, or light shows. 



Storefronts
While many storefronts may be occupied 

by art studios or maker-space, much of the 

street level of buildings will offer retail and 

other services to the public.  These could 

be hardware stores or material suppliers; 

cafes, bars or restaurants; clothing 

boutiques; or any other commercial space 

the community might need.  



Connections to Schools
While not always located in the heart of 

every community they serve, schools are 

an integral component of a neighborhood.  

Safe and convenient connections for 

students and parents to the access the 

various schools are important to ensure 

these institutions are able to accomplish 

their task of shaping young peoples’ 

futures.  



Connections to Libraries
Even as the digital revolution reshapes almost 

every aspect of our daily lives, libraries continue 

to reinvent the many ways they service our 

communities.  In addition to providing access to 

books, newspapers, and magazines, libraries 

offer a wide range of other services like access 

to computers and the internet, rentals of 

multimedia, games, outdoor equipment, and art 

supplies—or simply a respite from the busy 

world outside where one can think.  



Connections to Grocers
Access to fresh produce and food more 

generally is a basic but important need for all 

people.  Nearby and convenient connections to 

grocery stores, pharmacies, and other markets 

can have major impacts on health and the 

quality of people’s lives. 
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SCHEME A

Early Working 

Massing Models
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Land Use 
OPTION 1 - 50/50 
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BRICKBOTTOM VISION PLAN
OCTOBER 27, 2021 

Land Use 
OPTION 2 - MORE COMMERCIAL
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Land Use 
OPTION 3 -  MORE RESIDENTIAL
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Components of an Arts District Neighborhood

• 1. Identity

• 2. Spaces for Art

• 3. Experiences + Learning

• 4. Activities

• 5. Public Art Infrastructure

• 6. Reason to be there

• 7. Financial support from the public and private sectors



IDENTITY  

Brickbottom Artists Association

501c3 Nonprofit 



PHYSICAL SPACES FOR ART 

GALLERIES 
LIVE/WORK

PERFORMANCE 

STUDIOS
CLASSROOMS 

MUSIC VENUES



EXPERIENCES  

Learning & Classes 

CERAMICS PAINTING

WORKOUT & MEDITATION FLORAL WORKSHOPSCOOKING 



ACTIVITIES   

FOOD TRUCKS DANCING & LIVE MUSIC

MURAL GALLERY 

STREET PHOTO GALLERY
INSTAGRAM MOMENTS 

PLAY





FINANCIAL SUPPORT FROM PUBLIC & PRIVATE SECTORS 

RiNo Business Improvement 

District (BID) & General 

Improvement District (GID) 

Wynwood Walls Business 

Improvement District (BID)



























































































Break out Groups
We are now going to go into breakout rooms for activities. There will be one facilitator from the project team in each room to guide you through 
the feedback exercises. The breakout rooms will be recorded.

There will be two 20-minute breakout room sessions.

In the first session, we will have 20 minutes to discuss feedback on the ideas presented about Height, Land uses, and Arts District 
Neighborhood. We want to know the Top 3 Ideas that you like or support, and the Top 3 Ideas that need more improvement. The facilitator for 
each breakout room will be writing the feedback on the Miro Board.

After 20 minutes, we will bring everyone back, and then jump into the second breakout room session. In the second session, we will have 20 
minutes to discuss feedback on the ideas presented about Streets and Civic Spaces. We want to know the Top 3 Ideas that you like or 
support, and the Top 3 Ideas that need improvement. The facilitator for each breakout room will be writing the feedback on the Miro Board.

Things to remember in the breakout rooms:

1.   Before you speak, please introduce yourself and why you’re here. Just like in a public meeting.

2.   Remember to be respectful and try to limit your comments to no longer than 2 minutes at a time to give everyone a chance to speak.

3.   Ask questions, have fun! 



Next Steps
• Next Week - Office hours held early next week—either evenings or lunchtime. 

Principle will staff these.

• 11/10/21 - Exit survey for Workshop #2 closes.

• 12/15/21 - Draft Plan Document published. Community feedback opens through 
the holidays. Possibly hold a few office hour timeslots during this comment 
period.

• 1/12/22 - Community Comment period closes.

• 2/16/22 - Open House Event. Final Draft Plan Published.



More opportunities for feedback...
• The link to the Exit Survey and Miro Board will be sent in a follow-up email to all 

participants and posted on the SomerVoice website.



Thank You For Joining!


